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CHAPTER 1: MARKSMANSHIP TRAINING 

 

1.01 INTRODUCTION AND GOALS 

(a) This document sets forth the USNSCC’s policy regarding all small arms and 
marksmanship training. If any provision of a local or regional marksmanship policy conflicts 
with this Policy, this Policy takes precedence. 

(b) This policy outlines how units shall conduct marksmanship and firearms training.  
This policy is in effect for any device that shoots a projectile, regardless of how the projectile 
is delivered to the target:  powder, gas, spring, or other type. 

(c) Marksmanship is a fundamental military skill and the USNSCC is committed to 
providing safe training and skill building opportunities for cadets in firearms safety and 
marksmanship. 

(d) Safety is of the utmost concern when conducting firearms training and the 
objective of this policy is to provide direction and guidance in the safe handling and use of 
them. 

 

(1) ALWAYS keep the firearm pointed in a safe direction. 
 
(2) ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to shoot. 
 
(3) ALWAYS keep the firearm unloaded until you are ready to use it. 

 
1.02 ROLES 

(a) Officer-in-Charge 

(1) The unit CO will designate one Officer, Instructor or Auxiliarist to serve as the 
Marksmanship Officer-in-charge (OIC) for all Marksmanship training. This role may be 
filled by different individuals for different trainings. 

(2) The OIC is the lead safety officer and is responsible for supervising all other 
personnel. However, even when the unit CO designates another volunteer to fulfill the 
role of OIC, the CO nonetheless remains fully accountable to the unit’s chain of 
command for the safety of all USNSCC members. The CO may, if desired, designate 
him/herself as the OIC. 

(3) Cadets, midshipmen and unenrolled persons may not serve as OIC. 

(4) The OIC is responsible for completing and adhering to the training plan as 
approved by NHQ. 

(b) Verifying Officer 

(1) The unit CO will designate one Officer, Instructor or Auxiliarist to serve as the 
Marksmanship Verifying Officer (VO) for Marksmanship Training. This role may be filled 
with different individuals for different trainings. 

(2) The VO acts as a second set of eyes for the OIC.  The VO is responsible for 
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verifying with the OIC that all conditions required by the training plan can be met when 
submitting the plan. The VO is also responsible for confirming conditions are acceptable 
prior to live fire activity.  

(c) Regional Shooting Advisor 

(1) NHQ has designated Regional Shooting Advisors (RSA) to help units and 
trainings meet the goals of safe, high quality training in Marksmanship. The RSAs are 
USNSCC members with experience in various types of marksmanship and shooting 
sports. Refer to the Magellan Library for the current list of RSAs. 

(2) RSAs are available to review training plans and assist with their development. 

(3) RSAs may be directed by NHQ observe marksmanship training activities for 
compliance with both national policy and individual training plans. 

(d) Scholastic Action Shooting Program (SASP) 

(1) The USNSCC and the Scholastic Action Shooting Program (SASP) have 
formed a partnership to create new opportunities for cadets to learn and improve their 
marksmanship skills through training and competition.  

(2) SASP has worked with NHQ to develop a curriculum and training plan to guide 
a unit through the training and administrative requirements necessary to develop an 
action shooting SASP team. Units will use the SASP curriculum as the basis for any 
action shooting programs. 

 
1.03 MARKSMANSHIP MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 

 
(a) The following requirements are mandatory for cadet participation in 

marksmanship training, including live fire qualification and participation in any Scholastic 
Action Shooting Program (SASP) activities. 

 
(1) Cadets must be members in good standing of the USNSCC. 
 
(2) A Marksmanship Training Consent Form (NSCTNG 031) must be signed by a 

parent or guardian and uploaded into the cadet’s Magellan service record. 

(b) All personnel must display behavior that is always consistent with good discipline 
and safety on the range. The CO/COTC has the duty and obligation to remove any cadet or 
volunteer from any marksmanship activity for inappropriate conduct. 

(c) The CO/COTC shall verify the certifications and suitability of any firearms 
instructors that will be teaching cadets.  If the firearms instructor is also an adult member of 
the USNSCC, their certifications shall be uploaded in the documents section of their 
Magellan service record.  Acceptable certifications include, but are not limited to: 

(1)  The National Rifle Association (NRA);  

(2) Scholastic Action Shooting Program (SASP);  

(3) The International Defensive Pistol Association (IDPA);  

(4) United States Practical Shooting Association (USPSA); 
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(5) The Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP); and 

(6) Law Enforcement and Military credentialed instructors.  Note:  service in the 
armed forces or a law enforcement agency does not automatically qualify someone as a 
firearms “instructor.” 

(7) If there is any doubt about the qualifications of an instructor, the CO/COTC 
should contact their USNSCC Regional Shooting Advisor. 

(d) Prior to any live fire training of any kind, the NSCC/NLCC Marksmanship Training 
Authorization Form (NSCTNG 030) must be approved by the relevant NHQ Representative 
and returned to the CO/COTC.  Failure to use and follow this form may be grounds for 
termination from the USNSCC. 

(e) Units or trainings that conduct firearms training shall have a designated 
Marksmanship OIC that is responsible for the firearms related activities.  This may also be 
the SASP coach, if appropriate. 

(f) Sea Cadets may use powder-actuated firearms at age 13.  League Cadets may 
use gas- or spring-actuated devices only (pellet guns).  Be aware that individual states and 
ranges will have their own policies or rules in effect, and they may be more stringent than 
the USNSCC’s.  Where this policy conflicts with local laws or range rules, units and training 
contingents will follow the more conservative rule. 

1.04 MINIMUM SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 

(a) The CO/COTC shall ensure that all cadets and staff involved in live fire training 
are properly equipped prior to commencing training.  OICs are responsible for inspecting all 
safety equipment, regardless of whether the unit or training contingent purchases, rents, or 
borrows equipment, or individuals supply their own. 

(1) Eye Protection: All cadets, coaches, staff, and observers must wear eye 
protection at all times on the range.  Eye protection must be ANSI-rated, fit close to the 
forehead and wrap around the sides of the eyes.   

(i) Cadets with prescription glasses will wear safety glasses over their 
glasses, or else must provide written proof from their optometrist that their glasses 
are rated for shooting activities.  This written proof shall be retained along with the 
training consent form for the cadet.  Appropriate side shields are required if the 
prescription glasses do not wrap around the sides of the eyes.   

(2) Hearing Protection: All cadets, coaches, staff, and observers must wear 
hearing protection during any periods of live fire, or at any other time instructed by the 
OIC.  There are many types of hearing protection on the market.  OICs will ensure that 
any hearing protection to be used on the range has a Noise Reduction Rating (NRR) of 
at least 28 dB, and that all hands understand how to properly use what they have. 

(3) Covers:  Cadets, coaches, staff, and observers shall wear either the working 
uniform cover or an approved ball cap with a brim when semi-automatic firearms are in 
use, even on an indoor range. 

(4) Medical: Units shall have a first aid kit on-hand during any firearms or 
marksmanship training. This first aid kit must be readily available at all times on the 
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range.  This minimal kit is meant to provide basic necessities without straining a unit’s 
budget.  Units are free to add to this minimum loadout but are cautioned to not make the 
kit too large to be effective, or to include equipment that is beyond the training of the 
assigned medical personnel. The minimum requirements for this first aid kit are defined 
in Appendix B. 

(5) Clothing:  Cadets, coaches, staff, and observers shall wear appropriate clothing 
for firearms activities.  If not wearing the NWU, supportive closed-toe footwear is 
required, and long sleeve, close-fitting shirts are highly recommended. 

(6) Weather related items: Units shall be prepared for weather-related issues and 
disruptions during marksmanship activities.  Rain, snow, and sun can affect shooters 
and shooting conditions while still being safe to continue training.  This decision will rest 
on the OIC and the range facility.  The final responsibility for stopping or continuing due 
to weather will rest with OIC.  Units and training contingents need to be prepared for 
these eventualities by adding appropriate items to the required gear list for the event 
(e.g., sunscreen, waterproof jacket, fleece, parka, gloves, etc.). 

1.05 MANDATORY INSTRUCTION MINIMUMS 

(a) Units will conduct classroom instruction on the fundamentals of safety and 
marksmanship before any cadet or adult may participate in marksmanship activities, 
including laser training devices.  This training shall consist (at a minimum) of Unit 1, parts 2 
and 3 of the SASP/USNSCC firearms curriculum with passing scores on the 2 associated 
quizzes.  While it is recognized that SASP action shooting does not cover all of the styles 
and types of marksmanship training that exist or are conducted in the USNSCC, these 
lessons are relevant to all marksmanship safety and therefore foundational. Confirmation of 
passing grades are to be entered into Magellan for each individual under administrative 
remarks. While this training only needs to be scored once (if passed), refreshing the 
fundamentals regularly is highly encouraged. 

(b) The USNSCC has partnered with SASP in building a series of classroom and 
range training lessons for units that are going to be taking part in action shooting activities.  
Units or Advanced Trainings that are going be doing action shooting (SASP) are required to 
use the provided curriculum in its entirety.  Please see the required Marksmanship training 
forms for more information. 

(c) Qualified supplemental instruction is highly encouraged across all marksmanship 
disciplines. Supplemental training must be approved in advance using the NSCTNG 030. 
The CO/COTC maintains responsibility for vetting the qualifications of instructors. 

(d) Directly prior to any live fire event all cadets, instructors, officers and volunteers 
shall complete a mandatory safety briefing that covers, at a minimum, the 3 safety rules, 
range commands, cease fire/training time-out, rules relevant to the day’s events, emergency 
protocols, and any other pertinent data. 

(e) On any firing line there will be a minimum of 1 qualified adult directly supervising 
any cadet with a firearm.  This adult does not have to be a USNSCC member.  The range 
officer at a facility or competition would meet this requirement. 
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1.06 STRICTLY PROHIBITED ITEMS/ACTIVITIES 

(a) The following list of items and activities is strictly forbidden for any USNSCC 
marksmanship training. 

(1) The act of firing any type of projectile at or towards another person is forbidden 
in the USNSCC and will be grounds for immediate termination from the program.  At no 
time will Simunition, paintball, airsoft, or any similar system be used for force-on-force 
training in the UNSNCC.  This does not preclude the use of the above for supplemental 
marksmanship training if it is documented and approved by NHQ on the Marksmanship 
Training Authorization Form (NSCTNG 030) and treated in the same manner as any 
other firearm. 

(2) Cadets moving with a loaded firearm without prior training plan approval from 
NHQ.  

(3) Cadets drawing a loaded pistol from a holster without prior training plan 
approval from NHQ.  

(4) Significant deviations from approved training plans without approval from NHQ.  
If something forces a significant change to a marksmanship training plan it must be 
resubmitted prior to continuing. 

(5) Standard USNSCC marksmanship training and qualification including SASP 
training and matches are not authorized to use any human shape or stylized targets.  
This includes, but is not limited to, cut out shapes or graphics that have a head and 
body, (FBI/USPSA/IDPA style targets), aliens, zombies, vampires, etc.  If there is any 
doubt, then use another type of target.  Removing the "head" area from cardboard 
targets and using them for backers or targets is acceptable. The ONLY time human 
shapes or graphics are allowed are for specialized military or police style trainings, with 
prior approval using the Marksmanship Training Authorization Form (NSCTNG 030). 

1.07 TARGETS 

(a) The OIC shall ensure that targets cannot be misconstrued to appear as human 
unless it is part of the approved training plan.  

(b) When shooting for qualification towards the USNSCC marksmanship ribbon, only 
the approved qualification target will be allowed.  This target is printable at the unit level and 
may not be altered. 

(c) The OIC is responsible for inspecting and understanding the targets and target 
holders being used for training in order to ensure that they are in serviceable condition.  
Steel targets must meet the SASP requirements.  There are many kinds of reactive targets 
that provide feedback to the individual shooter.  The use of such targets should be included 
in the Marksmanship Training Authorization Form (NSCTNG 030). 

(d) The OIC is encouraged to find and use appropriate targets that enhance healthy 
competition between cadets as part of an overall marksmanship plan.  Some examples are, 
battleship, tin-can alley, tic-tac-toe as well as football and baseball style targets where the 
shooters try to score the most points in the game. 
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CHAPTER 2: MARKSMANSHIP QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

2.01 STANDARDIZATION 

(a) This chapter sets one national standard for all USNSCC members in order to 
qualify for the Marksmanship ribbon and associated appurtenances.  All previous policies 
and standards are superseded by this Policy. 

(b) This standard will measure an individual’s basic competence in marksmanship 
skills.  This a test of accuracy with a time constraint.   

(1) At no point shall any individual be required to fix a firearm malfunction “on the 
clock.”  If a shooter experiences a malfunction, that string of fire will not count for 
qualification, and will be reshot with no penalty once the firearm is back in a ready 
condition. 

(c) The qualification is designed for semi-automatic rifles and pistols chambered in 
.22 long rifle caliber.  Guidance for other platforms will addressed with an update to this 
policy. 

(d) Qualification shall be performed only with iron sights.  Units are encouraged to 
train on other sighting systems when available to expand cadet’s skills and knowledge. 

(e) Ribbon Award:  Any Cadet, Midshipman, Instructor or Officer may earn the 
marksmanship ribbon by achieving a minimum score of 185 points on the standardized 
course of fire.  Only one ribbon will be awarded regardless of how many platforms a member 
qualifies on. 

(f) Appurtenances: 

(1) Sharpshooter.  Any Cadet, Midshipman, Instructor or Officer may earn the 
Silver "S" appurtenance for the marksmanship ribbon by scoring between 260 – 279 
points on the standardized course of fire.  One appurtenance may be earned for rifle and 
1 for pistol. 

(2) Expert.  Any Cadet, Midshipman, Instructor or Officer may earn the Silver "E" 
appurtenance for the marksmanship ribbon by scoring 280 points on the standardized 
course of fire.  One appurtenance may be earned for rifle and 1 for pistol. 

(3) Multiple appurtenances.  Only the highest award shall be worn for either rifle or 
pistol.  No individual will have more than 2 appurtenances on the marksmanship ribbon. 

2.02 COURSE OF FIRE FOR QUALIFICATION 

(a) See appendix A of this policy for the complete qualification standards document.  
It outlines the required supplies, equipment, and courses of fire with detailed directions as 
well as how to score the standardized target. 

(b) Individuals are encouraged to participate in marksmanship qualification 
whenever they meet the minimum requirements for participation in order to improve their 
skills and their scores.    
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CHAPTER 3: ADDITIONAL TRAINING AND RESOURCES 

3.01 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

(a) Units and training contingents are highly encouraged to find additional quality 
resources and instruction related to their marksmanship goals.  The CO/COTC has the 
responsibility to ensure that the instructors and training fit within the USNSCC framework of 
safety and marksmanship skill building. 

(b) There are many organizations such as CMP, The Appleseed Project, and the 
NRA, as well as professional training companies, with quality instructors and a reputation for 
safety.  Many of them will have certifications and graduated skill levels that can be built into 
a successful marksmanship program for units or advanced trainings. Work with your Chain 
of Command and the Regional Shooting Advisors on integrating these opportunities. 

 



Appendix to USNSCC Policy on Marksmanship Requirements 

1. Range safety inspection checklist 

a. This checklist shall be employed by the OIC to evaluate the suitability 
of the range prior to use. It is somewhat generic in nature as there is a 
wide range of safe and useable shooting facilities covering different 
disciplines of the shooting sports, including covered and indoor ranges. 
 

2. Minimum requirements for range first aid kit 

a. This list of equipment and materials is a minimum requirement for any 
unit doing live fire training of any kind. This kit is an inspectable item. 
Units may add to this list as their training and resources warrant. The 
provided list will cover minor injuries (cuts, scrapes, etc..) and major 
injuries that require immediate intervention. 
 

3. USNSCC Marksmanship Qualification Standards 
a. The official standard for qualification for the marksmanship ribbon and 

appropriate appurtenances. Designed for semi-automatic 22 LR caliber 
rifles and pistols. 
 

4. USNSCC official qualification target 

a. This is the only authorized target for the purposes of USNSCC 
Marksmanship Qualification for the purpose of awarding the USNSCC 
Marksmanship ribbon. 

b. The center of the target is a dark grey color. This was chosen after 
testing and printing many targets for two reasons. The first is that the 
centers tended to wrinkle when fully saturated with black ink and 
secondly because it uses more ink and units will be printing these as 
needed themselves. 

c. The qualification target has fillable spots for the name and date to save 
time on the range. 

 

 

 

 



USNSCC Range Safety Inspection Checklist 

This list shall be used prior to any live fire training to aid the OIC in determining the 
suitability of the range for USNSCC /SASP activities. This form should be shared with 
the range master or facility director of the range a unit will be using if applicable. Some 
ranges, including military ones will have their own set of requirements to adhere to, 
including training briefs and checklists.  

A particular area of concern is target placement and shooting angle for cadets that are 
of smaller stature to ensure that fired rounds will impact safely into the berm or trap 
behind the target. 

1. Are berms, backstops, bullet traps, (bullet impact areas) in serviceable condition for
the training to be conducted? Review with range operations staff if available.

2. Are bullet impact areas of adequate height to keep rounds below the top of the
impact area for all of the shooters and shooting positons?  (Review from all heights and
positions prior to commencing live fire)

3. Inspect all targets and target holders prior to use. Steel targets must meet SASP
standards of design and useable condition even if units are not technically shooting or
training SASP but using steel targets. All other target holders and targets shall be
inspected for serviceability and safety concerns. (Items that could cause ricochets,
splinters, etc..)

4. Confirm proper emergency medical protocols for the facility you are using in case of
an emergency. Distribute this information to all adult staff.

5. Confirm that all cadets and adults have proper personal protective equipment for the
training including possible weather conditions. (Eye and ear protection, hydration,
sunscreen, Uniform cover or ball cap as appropriate, cold or wet weather gear as
needed, etc..)

6. Unit first aid kit is fully stocked, readily available and everyone knows where it is on
the range.

7. Safety Briefing must be held for all personnel that will be on the range. It will cover
safety rules, range commands, emergency protocols and behavioral expectations at a
minimum. (see training documents for additional information)



Minimum Requirements for Range First Aid Kit 

Item Description 
Min.  

Required Additional Information 
quality bag for kit 1 should have compartments and be able to open w/o everything falling out 
nitrile gloves 5 pair Most of the shelf kits only come with 1 pair of gloves. That is never enough. 

Don’t' get latex due to allergies 

Assorted Band-Aids 1 box 
Antibiotic ointment 1 tube 
first aid or athletic 
tape 1 roll 

antiseptic wipes or 
spray varies have enough  to treat multiple minor cuts/scrapes at every range  session 
tweezers 1 splinters are a common range hazard 
Trauma shears 1 Suitable for cutting through uniform material 
2x2 gauze 10 use for cleaning small cuts or abrasion 
compression bandage 2 Commonly called and Israeli bandage (1 - 4" and 1- 6") 
Tourniquet w/ 
windlass 1 A real CAT or SOF-T is required. Do not get fooled with a knockoff 
CPR Shield 1 CPR face shield with one way valve 
clotting agent gauze 1 quick clot and celox are the top brands. Treated gauze, not granules 
small bottle of eye 
wash 1 
hand sanitizer 1 small bottle/container 
rolled/folded gauze 2 2" regular gauze (rolled or z fold) 
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USNSCC Marksmanship Qualification Standards 

Supplies needed per person qualifying: 
• Three official targets (pdf to be printed on a regular 8.5x11 sheet of paper)
• 30 rounds of 22LR ammunition (minimum)
• Pen
• Safely functioning semi-automatic 22LR pistol or rifle with iron sights
• Safety gear as required per person (refer to USNSCC Marksmanship Policy)
• Safe range with trained marksmanship personnel present

Other supplies required: 
• Tape Measure
• Target stands with backers
• Staple gun
• Range table (folding portable table works well)
• Timer that will beep at the start of the firing sequence and when the par time has

been reached (the time limit for each string of fire)
• Alternately some form of buzzer and a stopwatch to signal the beginning and end

of a string of fire (there are some smart phone apps that will do this)

Range Commands: 
Qualification training shall use range commands as dictated by the facility they are 
using.  If there is no standard in place then the following are recommended. 
• Shooters to the line
• Shooters understand the course of fire?
• Load and make ready
• Standby
• Buzzer/timer/phone (alternately saying the word Fire)
• Buzzer or cease fire to end the string of fire
Give direction to reload and prepare for next string of fire as appropriate.  When all
the strings of fire are finished the next commands are

• Shooter unload and show clear (the RO and shooter will inspect the firearm to
insure that it is empty)

• Flag (insert whatever chamber indicator is being used)
• Bag or table (as appropriate)

Corrective commands: Words to use in the event that something that the shooter is 
doing needs minor correction 

• Finger (a warning to keep the finger out of the trigger guard until ready to fire)
• Muzzle (a warning to keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction – pay attention

during reloads)
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Qualification Overview: 
 Cadets, Midshipman, Instructors and cadets may attempt to qualify for ribbons and 
appurtenances per USNSCC Marksmanship policy. The only allowed firing position for 
qualification is standing unsupported with both hands on the firearm.  
 
Cadets will stand at a table with a minimum of 3 feet of space (6’ or 8’ table will 
accommodate 2 cadets) with a minimum of 1:1 cadet to instructor ratio.  Instructors 
must remain within arm’s reach of the cadet while the cadet is at the shooting table.  
Pistol and rifles should be unloaded in a bag or case with chamber indicator inserted 
when cadets come to the line. If the same firearm will be used by multiple individuals 
the chamber indicator shall be placed in the firearm prior to changing/scoring targets. 
 
Paper targets will be at a distance of 15 feet for Pistols or 30 feet for rifles, from the front 
edge of the table (edge closest to the targets), cadets will shoot 10 rounds at each of 
three targets for a total of 30 rounds. Maximum score for each target is 100, the 
maximum total score for all three targets is 300. 
 
There is no intention for an extended break between either strings of fire or targets. It is 
intended that all 3 targets required for qualification are hung on the same target frame 
and the shooters have enough skill to shoot the appropriate target for each course of 
fire. 
 
Furthermore qualification may only be done with 3 targets shot in the same session on 
one day. Units may not “cherry-pick” targets from different attempts to qualify within the 
same day or from different days on the range.  
 
The targets have fillable fields for both the cadet name and the date of the qualification. 
Units may opt to prefill this information when printing targets. 
 
In any event cadets or staff shall ensure that the cadets name is on their 3 targets and 
that the appropriate number is circled on each target to coordinate with the below firing 
sequences. This will give both cadets and staff additional feedback on performance with 
the different time constraints.  
 
 
Firing sequence:  
Target #1 (10 rounds): 

a. One string of five rounds, maximum time limit per string two minutes  
b. Repeat course of fire above on target #1 for an additional two minutes 

Target #2 (10 rounds):  
a. One string of five rounds, maximum time limit per string 30 seconds  
b. Repeat course of fire above on target #2  

Target #3 (10 rounds): 
a. One string of five rounds, maximum time limit per string 10 seconds 
b. Repeat course of fire above on target #3  
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Scoring of Targets: 
Shots that fall within the 6 ring or higher count as face value.  Shots that fall outside of 
the 6 ring do not count.  Shots that touch or break a ring count as the higher value (a 
shot that is touching/breaking the ring between 7 and 8 counts as an 8).  There should 
be 10 shots per target, in the event there are more shots than 10, the highest value 
shot(s) will be deducted and only the lower value 10 shots will be counted.  However, if 
targets are placed side by side, and another cadet fires upon the wrong target, the 10 
highest value shots will be counted. In any event if it is hard to discern either additional 
shots or shot placement the benefit will be given to the shooter. The grease ring and not 
torn paper is indicative of bullet location. 
 
22 rimfire jams: 
In the event that a 22 rimfire firearm jams or otherwise has a feeding problem the RO 
shall stop that string of fire and clear the malfunction off the clock.  The shooter will be 
allowed to reshoot the string of fire with no penalty incurred. This may necessitate 
hanging a new target or marking the shots that are not to be recorded per the RO’s 
discretion. At no time will individuals shooting for qualification scores resolve “jams” on 
the clock.  
 
Magazines: 

• Magazines shall be loaded with only 5 rounds of ammunition at a time. This will 
necessitate either 6 magazines per qualifier or someone behind the line that the 
RO can hand off empty magazines to.  At no time will magazines for qualification 
be loaded above 5 rounds of ammunition. 

• Spare loaded magazines shall either be placed on the shooters non-dominant 
side on the table or be handed to the shooter by the RO as the RO sees fit. 

 
 
Qualification Levels: 
Expert = 280 to 300  
Sharpshooter = 260-279  
Marksman = 185 to 259  
Below 185 is DNQ (does not qualify) 



RO INITIALS:

TARGET #:  1     2     3
(circle appropriate number)

NAME:
DATE:
SCORE:

USNSCC STANDARD QUALIFICATION TARGET FOR TESTING

6      7       8      9  
10

dad
Line

dad
Line

dad
Line

dad
Line

dad
Oval
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	(1) The unit CO will designate one Officer, Instructor or Auxiliarist to serve as the Marksmanship Verifying Officer (VO) for Marksmanship Training. This role may be filled with different individuals for different trainings.
	(2) The VO acts as a second set of eyes for the OIC.  The VO is responsible for verifying with the OIC that all conditions required by the training plan can be met when submitting the plan. The VO is also responsible for confirming conditions are acce...
	(c) Regional Shooting Advisor
	(1) NHQ has designated Regional Shooting Advisors (RSA) to help units and trainings meet the goals of safe, high quality training in Marksmanship. The RSAs are USNSCC members with experience in various types of marksmanship and shooting sports. Refer ...
	(2) RSAs are available to review training plans and assist with their development.
	(3) RSAs may be directed by NHQ observe marksmanship training activities for compliance with both national policy and individual training plans.
	(d) Scholastic Action Shooting Program (SASP)
	(1) The USNSCC and the Scholastic Action Shooting Program (SASP) have formed a partnership to create new opportunities for cadets to learn and improve their marksmanship skills through training and competition.
	(2) SASP has worked with NHQ to develop a curriculum and training plan to guide a unit through the training and administrative requirements necessary to develop an action shooting SASP team. Units will use the SASP curriculum as the basis for any acti...
	1.03 MARKSMANSHIP MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
	(a) The following requirements are mandatory for cadet participation in marksmanship training, including live fire qualification and participation in any Scholastic Action Shooting Program (SASP) activities.
	(1) Cadets must be members in good standing of the USNSCC.
	(2) A Marksmanship Training Consent Form (NSCTNG 031) must be signed by a parent or guardian and uploaded into the cadet’s Magellan service record.
	(b) All personnel must display behavior that is always consistent with good discipline and safety on the range. The CO/COTC has the duty and obligation to remove any cadet or volunteer from any marksmanship activity for inappropriate conduct.
	(c) The CO/COTC shall verify the certifications and suitability of any firearms instructors that will be teaching cadets.  If the firearms instructor is also an adult member of the USNSCC, their certifications shall be uploaded in the documents sectio...
	(1)  The National Rifle Association (NRA);
	(2) Scholastic Action Shooting Program (SASP);
	(3) The International Defensive Pistol Association (IDPA);
	(4) United States Practical Shooting Association (USPSA);
	(5) The Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP); and
	(6) Law Enforcement and Military credentialed instructors.  Note:  service in the armed forces or a law enforcement agency does not automatically qualify someone as a firearms “instructor.”
	(7) If there is any doubt about the qualifications of an instructor, the CO/COTC should contact their USNSCC Regional Shooting Advisor.
	(d) Prior to any live fire  training of any kind, the NSCC/NLCC Marksmanship Training Authorization Form (NSCTNG 030) must be approved by the relevant NHQ Representative and returned to the CO/COTC.  Failure to use and follow this form may be grounds ...
	(e) Units or trainings that conduct firearms training shall have a designated Marksmanship OIC that is responsible for the firearms related activities.   This may also be the SASP coach, if appropriate.
	(f) Sea Cadets may use powder-actuated firearms at age 13.  League Cadets may use gas- or spring-actuated devices only (pellet guns).  Be aware that individual states and ranges will have their own policies or rules in effect, and they may be more str...
	1.04 MINIMUM SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
	(a) The CO/COTC shall ensure that all cadets and staff involved in live fire training are properly equipped prior to commencing training.  OICs are responsible for inspecting all safety equipment, regardless of whether the unit or training contingent ...
	(1) Eye Protection: All cadets, coaches, staff, and observers must wear eye protection at all times on the range.  Eye protection must be ANSI-rated, fit close to the forehead and wrap around the sides of the eyes.
	(i) Cadets with prescription glasses will wear safety glasses over their glasses, or else must provide written proof from their optometrist that their glasses are rated for shooting activities.  This written proof shall be retained along with the trai...
	(2) Hearing Protection: All cadets, coaches, staff, and observers must wear hearing protection during any periods of live fire, or at any other time instructed by the OIC.  There are many types of hearing protection on the market.  OICs will ensure th...
	(3) Covers:  Cadets, coaches, staff, and observers shall wear either the working uniform cover or an approved ball cap with a brim when semi-automatic firearms are in use, even on an indoor range.
	(4) Medical: Units shall have a first aid kit on-hand during any firearms or marksmanship training. This first aid kit must be readily available at all times on the range.  This minimal kit is meant to provide basic necessities without straining a uni...
	(5) Clothing:  Cadets, coaches, staff, and observers shall wear appropriate clothing for firearms activities.  If not wearing the NWU, supportive closed-toe footwear is required, and long sleeve, close-fitting shirts are highly recommended.
	(6) Weather related items: Units shall be prepared for weather-related issues and disruptions during marksmanship activities.  Rain, snow, and sun can affect shooters and shooting conditions while still being safe to continue training.  This decision ...
	1.05 MANDATORY INSTRUCTION MINIMUMS
	(a) Units will conduct classroom instruction on the fundamentals of safety and marksmanship before any cadet or adult may participate in marksmanship activities, including laser training devices.  This training shall consist (at a minimum) of Unit 1, ...
	(b) The USNSCC has partnered with SASP in building a series of classroom and range training lessons for units that are going to be taking part in action shooting activities.  Units or Advanced Trainings that are going be doing action shooting (SASP) a...
	(c) Qualified supplemental instruction is highly encouraged across all marksmanship disciplines. Supplemental training must be approved in advance using the NSCTNG 030. The CO/COTC maintains responsibility for vetting the qualifications of instructors.
	(d) Directly prior to any live fire event all cadets, instructors, officers and volunteers shall complete a mandatory safety briefing that covers, at a minimum, the 3 safety rules, range commands, cease fire/training time-out, rules relevant to the da...
	(e) On any firing line there will be a minimum of 1 qualified  adult directly supervising any cadet with a firearm.  This adult does not have to be a USNSCC member.  The range officer at a facility or competition would meet this requirement.
	1.06 STRICTLY PROHIBITED ITEMS/ACTIVITIES
	(a) The following list of items and activities is strictly forbidden for any USNSCC marksmanship training.
	(1) The act of firing any type of projectile at or towards another person is forbidden in the USNSCC and will be grounds for immediate termination from the program.  At no time will Simunition, paintball, airsoft, or any similar system be used for for...
	(2) Cadets moving with a loaded firearm without prior training plan approval from NHQ.
	(3) Cadets drawing a loaded pistol from a holster without prior training plan approval from NHQ.
	(4) Significant deviations from approved training plans without approval from NHQ.  If something forces a significant change to a marksmanship training plan it must be resubmitted prior to continuing.
	(5) Standard USNSCC marksmanship training and qualification including SASP training and matches are not authorized to use any human shape or stylized targets.  This includes, but is not limited to, cut out shapes or graphics that have a head and body,...
	1.07 TARGETS
	(a) The OIC    shall ensure that targets cannot be misconstrued to appear as human unless it is part of the approved training plan.
	(b) When shooting for qualification towards the USNSCC marksmanship ribbon, only the approved qualification target will be allowed.  This target is printable at the unit level and may not be altered.
	(c) The OIC  is responsible for inspecting and understanding the targets and target holders being used for training in order to ensure that they are in serviceable condition.  Steel targets must meet the SASP requirements.  There are many kinds of rea...
	(d) The OIC  is encouraged to find and use appropriate targets that enhance healthy competition between cadets as part of an overall marksmanship plan.  Some examples are, battleship, tin-can alley, tic-tac-toe as well as football and baseball style t...
	CHAPTER 2: MARKSMANSHIP QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
	2.01 STANDARDIZATION
	(a) This chapter sets one national standard for all USNSCC members in order to qualify for the Marksmanship ribbon and associated appurtenances.  All previous policies and standards are superseded by this Policy.
	(b) This standard will measure an individual’s basic competence in marksmanship skills.  This a test of accuracy with a time constraint.
	(1) At no point shall any individual be required to fix a firearm malfunction “on the clock.”  If a shooter experiences a malfunction, that string of fire will not count for qualification, and will be reshot with no penalty once the firearm is back in...
	(c) The qualification is designed for semi-automatic rifles and pistols chambered in .22 long rifle caliber.  Guidance for other platforms will addressed with an update to this policy.
	(d) Qualification shall be performed only with iron sights.  Units are encouraged to train on other sighting systems when available to expand cadet’s skills and knowledge.
	(e) Ribbon Award:  Any Cadet, Midshipman, Instructor or Officer may earn the marksmanship ribbon by achieving a minimum score of 185 points on the standardized course of fire.  Only one ribbon will be awarded regardless of how many platforms a member ...
	(f) Appurtenances:
	(1) Sharpshooter.  Any Cadet, Midshipman, Instructor or Officer may earn the Silver "S" appurtenance for the marksmanship ribbon by scoring between 260 – 279 points on the standardized course of fire.  One appurtenance may be earned for rifle and 1 fo...
	(2) Expert.  Any Cadet, Midshipman, Instructor or Officer may earn the Silver "E" appurtenance for the marksmanship ribbon by scoring 280 points on the standardized course of fire.  One appurtenance may be earned for rifle and 1 for pistol.
	(3) Multiple appurtenances.  Only the highest award shall be worn for either rifle or pistol.  No individual will have more than 2 appurtenances on the marksmanship ribbon.
	2.02 COURSE OF FIRE FOR QUALIFICATION
	(a) See appendix A of this policy for the complete qualification standards document.  It outlines the required supplies, equipment, and courses of fire with detailed directions as well as how to score the standardized target.
	(b) Individuals are encouraged to participate in marksmanship qualification whenever they meet the minimum requirements for participation in order to improve their skills and their scores.
	CHAPTER 3: ADDITIONAL TRAINING AND RESOURCES
	3.01 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
	(a) Units and training contingents are highly encouraged to find additional quality resources and instruction related to their marksmanship goals.  The CO/COTC has the responsibility to ensure that the instructors and training fit within the USNSCC fr...
	(b) There are many organizations such as CMP, The Appleseed Project, and the NRA, as well as professional training companies, with quality instructors and a reputation for safety.  Many of them will have certifications and graduated skill levels that ...


	Name: 
	Date: 


